
Title: Priam Painter Vase 

Date: 510 BCE 

Location: Greece 

 “Not all subjects used for ceramics were gods and heroes. This 

Hydra or water jug was painted by an artist scholars have named 

the Priam Painter. In this work we get a glimpse of everyday 

life. Most women in ancient Greece were confined to their homes 

and so the daily trip to the water well or fountain was a welcome 

event. This was a time to gather, see friends, and swap gossip. 

On this vase we see a group of women with storage jars very like 

the one they are painted onto. The women are getting water for 

their homes. The painting has a very geometric pattern overlying 

it with the Doric columns and detailed boarders. There is a fine 

balance of vertical, horizontal, and rounded elements. The woman 

and jugs provide a contrast adding energy and life to the 

painting. The women’s skin has been painted white, a common 

convention for female figures that was also used by the Egyptians 

and Minoans. A bit of reddish purple paint has been to create 

details on the architecture and clothing.” 
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