Artist: Pablo Picasso
Title: Guernica
Date: 1937
Location: Spain

Analytic cubists "analyzed" natural forms and reduced the forms into basic geometric parts on the two-dimensional
picture plane. Color was almost non-existent except for the use of a monochromatic scheme that often included grey,
blue and ochre. Instead of an emphasis on color, Analytic cubists focused on forms like the cylinder, sphere and the
cone to represent the natural world. Guernica is certainly the his most powerful political statement, painted as an
Immediate reaction to the Nazi's devastating casual bombing practice on the Basque town of Guernica during Spanish
Civil War. Guernica shows the tragedies of war and the suffering it inflicts upon individuals, particularly innocent
civilians. This work has gained a monumental status, becoming a perpetual reminder of the tragedies of war, an anti-
war symbol, and an embodiment of peace. Some critics warn against trusting the political message in Guernica. For
instance the rampaging bull, a major motif of destruction here, has previous figured, whether as a bull or Minotaur, as
Picasso' ego. However, in this instance the bull probably represents the onslaught of Fascism. Picasso said it meant
brutality and darkness, presumably reminiscent of his prophetic. He also stated that the horse represented the people of
Guernica.

http://www.pablopicasso.org/quernica.jsp
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