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Title: Tree of Jesse  

Date: 1150-1170 AD 

Location: Chartres Cathedral France 

Jesse was the father of king David, and king David’s line connects to Christ.  So this is a family 

tree.   

Stained glass is made to be experienced from the inside.  And always outlined in black.  The 

popularity and height of sophistication reached his peak in the cathedrals and churches of the 

Gothic era.  Stained glass is a technique that has been known since ancient Egypt.  It involved 

the use of metallic oxides that is fused with the glass at a high temperature.  They started the 

process by drawing a composition on a wood panel the same size as the window opening. 

Glass blowers produced large sheets and laid them out on the wood template.  The painters 

then added details with enamel emulsion, and the glass was reheated.  Finally, the glass was 

assembled and joined together with lead strips.  
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